
Scripture Reading 

Whenever reading Scripture before the congregation, people often get a little nervous. Because 
of this, we have put together a list of some helpful insights and instructions for when you pray. 
Please make sure you read through these, as some are very important. 

 

Translation: We know people read out of many different translations, and there are 
many good ones out there. For the sake of uniformity, please read out of the English 
Standard Version (ESV) as this is the Bible that we have out in the pews. 

 

Give time to the congregation: Whenever you come up on stage, go to the microphone 
and podium on the far side of the stage. Tell everyone the text from which we are reading 
multiple times. Then give them time to get to the text. An example of this would be: “Go 
ahead and take your Bibles and turn to Jeremiah 31. If you have problems finding 
Jeremiah, turn to the table of contents at the beginning of your Bible. Jeremiah is in the 
first part of your Bible, the Old Testament. Jeremiah 31…(pause for 5-10 seconds). Let’s 
read…” 

 

Ending your reading: After you finish reading, please say, “This is the Word of God.” 

 

Practice reading: Most people are not used to reading out loud. Because of this, we 
would encourage you to practice reading your passage throughout the week leading up to 
Sunday. Try not to read in a monotone fashion, but add emphasis and expression where it 
seems like the passage is adding emphasis and expression. If there is a sad part of the 
passage, express that in the way that you read. If there is a passage about rejoicing, 
express that in the way you read. Again, when you practice, do so by practicing with the 
version you will be reading on Sunday (ESV). 

 

Pray through the text before Sunday: We would encourage you to pray through the 
text before you read it on Sunday. Personalize the text, and let it speak to you throughout 
your week. 

 

Microphone: You might not realize this, but most people tend to back away or pull their 
head away from the microphone as they read. We unconsciously do this because we can 
hear ourselves through the sound system and naturally think we are louder than we 
should be. Please speak towards the microphone and do not back away – we have the 
sound technician in the back and he will make sure you are not too loud or too soft. 

 


