
Prayer of Praise (2-3 minutes) 

Qualities of this prayer 
 This prayer takes place typically after a Psalm reading. This prayer should be 

spent focusing on the character and qualities of God. If the Psalm does come 
before this, probably the most appropriate thing to do would mention the qualities 
specifically mentioned in the Psalm itself. This will probably take reading through 
the Psalm multiple times in the days/weeks that precede. 

 
Examples of this prayer 

 Some examples of this prayer would be God’s righteousness, faithfulness, or 
knowledge (ex. “Lord, we come to you today being comforted by the fact that 
there is nothing in the universe that escapes your eye. You know us perfectly, and 
are completely aware of the details of our lives. We are in awe of the fact that you 
do not struggle in upholding of the universe, and therefore we can trust you with 
the ” 

 
Goal of this prayer 

 The goal in this prayer is to praise God simply for being himself. A helpful key in 
writing this prayer is to really concentrate on His character and not on our needs 
in the moment (although there might be times where that slips in). Elements of the 
prayer can express our awe of not even being to understand the depths of these 
qualities about which we are praying (ex. “Lord, we live in a world where our 
knowledge is always limited. A person can only know so much. But you have no 
limit. You know everything there is to know about everything and everyone. If 
you were a Professor, would hold a PhD in every subject. There is no bounds to 
your knowledge. Who else is there that could claim this? What wise man of this 
age could compare? There is none, O God. You are alone in your knowledge”)  

 
Things to steer clear from in this prayer 

 There are some things you might want to stay away from in this prayer – most 
specifically where this prayer overlaps with the other prayers in in the service (ex. 
A prayer that has lots of confession of sin as in the prayer of confession, a prayer 
that has lots of thanking God for the resources he has entrusted to us as in the 
offertory prayer) 

  



Prayer of Thanksgiving (2-3 minutes) 

Qualities of this prayer 
 This prayer will typically come right before the time in our service where the 

congregation worships through the giving of money. Therefore, this prayer will 
focus on a couple aspects of the worshiper in relation to their giving. Examples of 
this prayer 

 
Examples of this prayer 

 Some examples of this prayer would be the following (the prayer does not need to 
include all of these, nor is it limited to only these) 
1) It will do things like find creative ways to express how all the things in the 

world, including our finances, ultimately belong to God.  
2) It will do things like thank God for His entrusting of these resource to us.  
3) It will do things like ask for personal wisdom from God on behalf of the 

whole congregation in order to help us in our daily walk to be found faithful 
with our money. This can include wisdom in daily purchases, the God-given 
ability to use our money for the good of others and the helping of the poor, the 
ability not to worship our money as if it will bring us security, etc.  

4) It will do things like asking God to make us into cheerful givers.  
5) It will do things like ask God to give us as a congregation wisdom on how to 

spend and save what we collect. 
 

Goal of this prayer 
 The goal of this prayer is varied. We want to be reminded that everything we have 

is the Lord’s and that we need his daily wisdom in our own finances. Ultimately, 
we need Him to make us into a certain kind of people: a people who are not tight-
fisted with our resources but to live our lives cheerfully giving and using our 
money to best expand His kingdom. 

 
Things to steer clear from in this prayer 

 There are some things you might want to stay away from in this prayer – most 
specifically where this prayer overlaps with the other prayers in in the service (ex. 
A prayer that has lots of confession of sin as in the prayer of confession). 

  



Prayer of Confession (2-3 minutes) 

Qualities of this prayer 
 The first thing to know about this prayer is that, to borrow a term from music, it 

will be in a minor key. This prayer will explore the depths of the human heart and 
the unfortunate way it sins against its Creator. It will list off sins and explore how 
these offend the Lord and speak lies against his character. The prayer will be 
absent of any language of God pardoning our sins through Jesus’s death until the 
very last sentence or two of the prayer. 

 
Examples of this prayer 

 “Lord, we confess our gossip this past week and how we exaggerated truth for our 
own gain. The very tongues you have given us to love and build up others we 
have used to stab those made in your image, therefore stabbing You as well. We 
have hated our fellow humans in this way, and worse we have disguised our sin as 
if we are “concerned” for this person. We confess the need we have for you to 
control our tongue, an ability we do not have on our own.” 

  “Lord, we confess this morning the lustful thoughts we have had throughout our 
week. Though we might appear spotless on the outside, we have committed 
adultery in our hearts. We have sought meaning and significance in the bodies of 
other people and distorted the good gift you have given us.” 

 “Lord, we confess our prayerlessness. It shows that we have utmost confidence in 
our own abilities to live our life. We have lived as practical atheists, showing no 
need of you. We have not lived as if you sustain our breath, but have lived in a 
way where we think we are okay without your moment-by-moment care. Forgive 
us of this arrogance” 

 
Goal of this prayer 

 The goal of this prayer is to remind the congregation of how deep our sin runs. In 
some ways, it shows us new and deceitful ways that our heart sins. It reminds us 
that we very much are awaiting a day where we are completely purified, because 
every current action we have seems to be somewhat (if not completely) tainted by 
sin. 

 
Things to steer clear from in this prayer 

 The thing you want to steer clear of in this prayer is any hint at forgiveness until 
the very closing of the prayer. 

 

  



Closing Prayer (1 minute) 

Qualities of this prayer 
 In sending fashion, this prayer closes out the service. It is prayer that both looks 

backward and forward. Backward in the sense it brings out some of the main 
points that were in the sermon. It also could mention some of the application of 
the sermon. The prayer looks forward in the sense that it thinks of how the sermon 
works itself out in the week to come, as well as the rest of our lives. 
  

Examples of this prayer 
 Imagine there was a sermon on Jesus’ incarnation (his coming to Earth as a man) 

and the pastor brought out some of the following points: 
 Jesus being fully man means he can identify with the pains and sufferings 

of our lives 
 Jesus’ humbling himself sets a pattern for His church – he came to us on 

our own terms to preach the truth. We should walk in the steps of our 
Savior and go to the world with the Good News, meeting them on their 
terms to teach them the truth. 

Then you could pray the following: “Lord, we see that you have come to this 
earth to die so that we might live. We ask that you, in turn, that you would give us 
the power to die to ourselves so that others might live. Help us this week to not 
live secluded lives, but to take the opportunities you give us to share the Gospel. 
Help us proclaim the Good News: that you have become human, dying in our 
place, and now living to both save us from judgment and to make us a new 
person. Help us to run to you, knowing that you understand our deepest sighs and 
greatest griefs…” 
 

Goal of this prayer 
  This prayer should do two things: 

 Reinforce what was said in the sermon 
 Show and remind the congregation that the Word they heard is to move 

from Sunday to outside the walls. 
 
Things to steer clear from in this prayer 

  There are some things you might want to stay away from in this prayer – most 
specifically where this prayer overlaps with the other prayers in in the service (ex. 
A prayer that has lots of confession of sin as in the prayer of confession). 
 

 


